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In this issue: 


m he magazine of TOC fa 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


of these Four Points. 


Dear Tubby 


As I write this letter I realise that ] have now been working 
for Toc H fora whole year. It’s amazing how time has flown: 
so much to do and so little time in which to do it. I don't 
doubt you have said as much yourself in the past. 

Acknowledging my relative newness t0 the movement 
serves to caulion me not be too headstrong in preaching 
change to people. many of whom have been associated with 
Toc H for a very long time and have a far greater 
understanding than I do of the aims of the movement. 

] was premature in thinking that no one out there was 
taking any interest in my letter to you - I know now that 
many people have reacted. Some have written and some 
have spoken to me personally. ] would like to express my 
thanks to them, most especially to the lady member who 
struggled so hard to pen a letter to me despite her infirmity. 
and also to the youthful 92-year-old whose lively mind puts 
mine to shame. 

And some people think I was trying to give the impression 
that | know all the answers! I don't. 

I sit here confused. I hear a positive note about the 
increasing need for radical change but others argue against 
change. and some insist that Toc H has run its course and 
should be wound up. | hear about the “open door’ and the 
necd for us to present ourselves better, but then there are 
calls for rigid adherence to tradition, that we must never 
waver from our Christian basis. I then hear someone else say 
that in the “old days” far less emphasis was placed on Jesus 
and much more on what he taught and practiced. 

Elsewhere I hear the voices of elderly lonely members 
who often feel left alone and yet have just as much right to 
be heard. | am saddened that membership has not only been 
allowed to decline to its present level, but that there are 
voices oul there which over the years have become fainter 
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the magazine of 
mx cH is a movement of people who seek to build friendships. and offer service, across the barriers that usually divide us from one 


another. The basic unit is a group - at best a good cross-section of the local neighbourhood - which meets together regularly, and seeks 
to serve the community around it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Rev P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has been providing 


opportunities for people to test the Christian way by practical experiment. 


L. To welcome all in friendship and lessen by habit of thought. word and deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while listening with respect to the views of others. 

4, To acknowledge the spiritual nature of man and to test the Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about Toc H and about the worid as well as a record of Toc H service. Its title derives from the third 
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but which seem to express precisely the views which you 
once preached so passionately. 

So where do | stand? 

I am terrified of the here and now. | was reminded the 
other day that scientific technology was so advanced as long 
ago as 1969 that man was enabled to set foot on the moon 
and to safely return. Yet on the day that Neil Armstrong 
made that giant step for mankind, there were no digital 
watches, no microwave ovens and no CD players. 

In retrospect. the advances made since 1969 have been 
incredible and the prospect of all this to anyone contemplating 
the future then would have been equally terrifying. 

Yet, in order to go forward as a movement, we must 
(without abandoning all the old ways) look and sec where 
we want to be and what changes we might need to make in 
order to cope with the 90s and to prepare for the next 
millennium. 

In my own small way, | am committed to trying to work 
with others to develop along term strategic plan, a blueprint 
that will enable us to undertake controlled development 
towards a ten-year target. It's a frightening prospect but we 
cannot afford to allow ourselves to be dissuaded. through 
fear, from venturing into the unknown. 

Despite my many failings, | am not so arrogant as to 
imagine that the future is in my hands - it is with the 
members of the movement that Toc H’s destiny lies and it 
is for them to develop a plan which will ensure that there is 
a Toc H for future generations, long after we have gone. 

Thank you for continuing to listen to me. 


Yours sincerely 


Stewart Casimir. Wendover. Bucks. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy 
or £3.60 per years subscription. Any 
contribution towards the high cost 
of postage will begratefully accepted. 
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‘Links with Lepra’ Article Triggers Memories 


By Norman John Crayford, Wimborne, Dorset. 


Two articles in recent issues of Point three have caught my 
eye: ‘Tubby Clayton: The Man Behind the Myth’ and 
‘Links with LEPRA’, the BELRA of my day. 


It may interest some readers to learn that, of the first five 
members to take part in Tubby's leprosy adventure. two are 
still active, three are no longer with us. William Lambert, 
Hamish McGregor and Leonard Parker have passed on. 
Peter Pedrick, residing in Bournemouth, is still active in the 
interest of LEPRA, as is the writer, Norman Crayford, 
formerly from Swindon, now also living in Dorset. 


I became a member of Toc H in the mid-20s in Swindon’s 
Mark XVI. a fine old secluded house later handed over toa 
society devoted to people needing special care. 


In those early days. when the first World War was not yet a 
memory. Toc H members were mainly in their early twenties, 
with a smattering of others who had experienced active 
service. Men of ability and character. [1 was “Everyman’s 
Club’. One was accepted on the strength of the Four Points. 
A few were probably active members of their particular 
church. The majority were good average decent fellows out 
to make the locality a little brighter by their lives. We were 
a mixed bunch. 


We possibly had no idea what lay ahead, least of all work 
with leprosy. Tubby’s scheme filtered down, the five 
concerned wrote into Headquarters making enquiries. They 
were chosen, mainly on Toc H merit I imagine, sent on a 
course for a period, and found themselves in time on board 
MV Accra at Liverpool, bound for West Africa. They were 
the first ‘mixed bunch’, who were followed by so many 
others... Speaking for myself, | have no regrets and would do 
the same thing again. So many patients were cured because 
of Tubby, or if not more, aided and relieved. 


What of contact with the Revd Clayton? Early on we saw 
much of him. Later we met when on furlough, in All 
Hallows or at 42 Trinity Square (Toc H Headquarters). 
When in London I occasionally enjoyed lunch with Tubby 
and a group of varying guests including Winant Volunteers. 
‘No 42° had a basement cafe and one wail was a portion of 
Roman remains. The office workers’ lunch club above was 
a place of great activity. My wife and I were married in the 
porchroom cum temporary church close to the twice-bombed 
All Hallows which Tubby did so much to get rebuilt. 


Crutched Friars had its own small lunch club and was at this 
time the home of Toc Emmas - whose proper title was the 


League of Women Helpers. 


Tubby did not sleep well, I believe. His secretary was often 


up half the night receiving dictation or attending to other 
matters. She was ‘Couli’, Miss Marguerite Coulson, still 
living and retired long since. 


One remembers 47 Francis Street, the old HQ not far from 
Westminster Cathedral. It was bought up by the Catholic 
Church long ago and I have not seen it for many years. And 
there are old memories of Toc H gatherings at the Albert 
Hall and great gatherings at other centres in those early 
exciting years before the Second World War. Such 
enthusiasm and friendships, mostly lost with inevitable 
changes and the modern pace of life. 


My main contact today is with an elderly but great branch, 
Chippenham, Wilts., where Iam a kind of member and from 
whom I receive Point three and exchange occasional letters. 
I still kid myself as being aged 39, although the actual figure 
is inside the 87th. I still go round to the local gym for a 
(small) workout to keep slim. And I wonder who would like 
to inherit my diaries, doomed, alas, for the rubbish heap, no 
doubt. in a few years time! 
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Aboard the MV Accra bound for West Africa, 19 June 1935. 
Left to right: Wiliam Lambert, Peter Pedrick, Hamish 
McGregor, Leonard Parker, Norman Crayford - the first five 
Toc H members chosen to work with lepers under the 
BELRA (later, LEPRA) scheme. Atthe time, leprosy aroused 
fears similar to those that AIDS inspires today. 
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Dedication service for the first five Toc H leprosy volunteers 
at All Hallows, Barking, Tower Hill, 9 June 1935. Back row: 
William Lambert, third in, Norman Crayford, fifth, Peter 
Pedrick, seventh, Leonard Parker, ninth, Hamish McGregor. 
Frontrow: ABELRA representative; Tubby Clayton and pet; 
Miss McFee; Lord Wakefield. E 
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Projects 1991 

HARROGATE PLAYTIME 

No one onthe Harrogate Planning Group had been previously 
aware of a playscheme which sought to integrate children with 
special needs into a mainstream scheme on such a large scale. 
The Planning Group was a model of inter-agency cooperation 
reports Development Officer, John Dunwell, who joined 
Oatlands Harrogate Branch, Barnardos, Harrogate Borough 
Leisure Services and the local disabled children’s Parents 
Support Group in bringing together two separate weeks of 
integrated playschemes. The idea began when John Dunwell 
met up with Caroline Dinsmore. a Toc H volunteer project 
leader, who works as a special needs playscheme coordinator 
with Barnardos. Caroline believes she got the job thanks to her 
previous Toc H project experience! 


Caroline attended a meeting of Oatlands Branch and they 
were very enthusiastic about the project. The two one week 
projects were in Harrogate and Ripon. Oatlands raised a 
significant part of the money and arranged volunteer 
accommodation for the Harrogate weck. This involved 
integrating 9 volunteers and 28 children with a range of 
learning and physical disabilities, into the local authorities 
playscheme at Hookstone Chase school. The project was led 
by Julie Welch and John Dunwell. It was very hard work but 
sometimes the most satisfying experiences are like that. The 
volunteers were well looked after by branch members at 
Oatlands Methodist Church. 

The hard learnt lessons of the Harrogate week were useful 
inthe Ripon project, which was led by Kerensa Stephenson and 
John Dunwell. The verdict of the planning group was that the 
two projects were greatly successful considering the new 
ground involved . 


LEE ABBEY PROJECT 1991 

Led by a Toc H member from the police force, lan Moore, 
and aspirant police woman, Mandy Davies, 8 voluntecrs stayed 
in a chalet at Lee Bay, Devon, for a week. The aims of the 
project were to combine a group of people from differing 
backgrounds with obviously differing view points, to discuss 
conflict and how it affects our every-day lives. They also did 
a contract of work for Lee Abbey - constructing a human sized 
chess board from paving stones. The results surpassed all 
expectations and there was a good mixture of culture. religion 
and beliefs. Problems were overcome compuratively easily 
and there was a real feeling of togetherness and support by the 
end of the week and a willingness to attempt to open up to other 
points of view. Development Officer David Harrison gave a lot 
of support to the project. 
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BASINGSTOKE HOLIDAY CLUB 

The project was a great success with volunteers from as far 
afield as France and Holland helping 24 needy and 6 physically 
disabled children who enjoyed a week's exciting activities 
ending in a grand party for all. Leaders, David Hawton and 
Helen York and the nine volunteers worked hard and 


enthusiastically. 


MIDSUMMER MADNESS in the MARCHES PROJECT 

A week’s playscheme at Kington, Hereford, was supported 
by Leominster Branch, who spent an evening with a large 
group of 50 local children and volunteers. There was a huge 
sense of achievement and friendship at the end of the week 
which generated a lot of interest in Toc H in Kington, reports 


ae 


Helen Young, who added that the whole community gave 
much support to the playscheme. Donations came from Kington 
Town Council, the local Lions Club and funds from the 
Warden Manor Trust. Staff member, Louisa Evans and LTV 
Derek Adams, together with Lesley Whittaker and Sue Young, 
helped considerably in supporting the project. 


TASK FORCE AT LINDRIDGE HOUSE IN AUGUST 

Staff member. Penelope Bayley was the driver, and watched 
a group of delightful young people adapting to the very 
different needs of each day’s visitors in the week's project, 
with great good humour: `I was touched when I drove the old 
people home on Wednesday that some of the volunteers 
wanted to spend that extra bit of time with them and joined us 
in the mini-bus. At Abbeyfield the residents took them inside 
to show them their rooms - a very private part of their world. 
Well done gang!” 


On the publicity day the volunteers all dressed up in bizarre 
clothing and took Newton Abbot by storm. Members of 
Newton Abbot's Men’s Branch gave advice and support and 
the Toc H balloons added to a successful day. This was one of 
the best projects at Lindridge this year. 


Inner City Life Project - Newcastle upon Tyne 
13-20 July 1991 


On 13 July eight enthusiastic volunteers - including the two 
of us - headed north to take part ina week organised by Norah 
Anderson, North East Projects Development Officer. It was 
to be a memorable event for everyone involved: we met the 
entire population of Ashfield Nursery School and we got to 
know a little about inner city life in Newcastle. Norah, who 
has worked at the Ucanduit Two Project for the unemployed 
in Newcastle, told us fascinating stories about her experiences 
at Elswick, where our project was based. 


Elswick lies on the banks of the River Tyne near the centre 
of Newcastle, an area of high unemployment with a crime 
rate to match. As the project progressed, we grew accustomed 
to the disappearance of local telephones, the burnt-out cars 
in the car-park in the mornings. the car radios openly traded 
on street corners. We had to keep a careful watch on the 
Colsterdale minibus throughout the week! Experience of 
these conditions drew the members of our group more 
closely together than we could have expected, and soon there 
was no need for leaders. 


Our project aimed to take the children of Ashfield Nursery 
School out on day trips with their parents, thereby encouraging 
the parents to play a more active role in the life of the school. 
We had also planned two day trips for the parents alone. to 
give them a short break away from the city - but it proved 
difficult to attract them because of family commitments and 
the fear of leaving their homes empty for any length of time. 


The volunteers stayed in a large Baptist chapel in Elswick 
which had plenty of room, including space for the indoor 
football which was to become a popular part of the project. 
The church hall was heavily used, as was the girls’ dormitory 
(which started the day with a prayer meeting at 7 am), but the 
church was an ideal base for us, and we would like to thank 
Derek, the caretaker. 


We had plenty of time to get acquainted during the first 
weekend, which included a trip to a local sauna. I don’t know 
how the eight of us managed to get into the sauna at once, but 
it was an interesting situation in which to meet the local 
Geordies, who were a bit confused as to who we were. 


On Sunday Joan Lister. head of the school, visited us and told 
us the history of the school. Her enthusiasm was an inspiration 
to us. The school filled an important role in the local 
community, where there are many single-parent families. A 
parents” centre, run by a committee of parents, had been set 
up in the nursery as a place for people to meet each other and 
become involved in community activities. 


On our first outing we took four parents to the sleepy 
Northumberland coast. We explored Bamburgh Castle, lying 
on a very beautiful, quiet and unspoilt coastline, and briefly 
visited Ambleby-the-sea to see the resident dolphin, Freddy. 


For the next three days “we were involved in taking a 
doubledecker bus full of children, parents and teachers to the 
seaside. Our role was to provide extra help where needed, 
either by looking after children whose parents had not come 
on the trip, or by relieving parents of their children in order 
to give them a break. These tasks were not made easier by the 
fact that the young children were always being told never to 
talk to strangers. Then, in we march and take them off on a 
trip, though they have never set eyes on us before! We hope 
toremedy this problem next year by spending a full day in the 
nursery beforehand, introducing our motley crew of 
volunteers and meeting parents and teachers. 


Our day trips involved crossing the River Tyne in the ferry 
to the beach at Seaburn. Luckily no one fell into the river, 
though this seemed doubtful on the third day when nothing 
went according to plan. Our party of 85 mums and toddlers 
had to be split up because of lack of space on the ferry. Alan 
(a volunteer) and I nearly fell into the river trying to get the 
budget money from Andy as he sailed away. When we were 
reunited on the other side of the river, the double-decker bus 
broke down. Despite these mishaps. we spent many happy 
hours at the beach and at a funfair. The bus driver, Ziggy, 
wisely chose the easy way through the Tyne Tunnel on the 
return journey. (He enjoyed these trips so much that he came 
back every day even though he had to work on his day off, 
which was his birthday.) 


On the last day a small group of parents and Toc H volunteers 
ventured further afield into the Dales to visit Barnard Castle. 
We met back at the Nursery for a barbecue prepared by 
Norahand Andrew, with help from Mick Cherry of Ucanduit, 
who was able to get lots of free meat from local butchers. 


The week was finished off with a game of football. After 
discussing our original aims in the project, it was agreed that 
we had fulfilled them. There had been small personal successes 
throughout the week, though we all felt that community work 
of this kind takes longer than a week to be really effective. As 
a group we had certainly experienced inner city life and 
learnt more about Toc H. We had also helped to increase 
awareness of Toc H in the local community. 


Then there were the good-byes, always difficult but even 
more so when everyone had pulled together so well. We were 
left feeling a little empty after such a hectic week - but what 
a great week it had been! Thanks especially to Norah, for all 
her help and support in the organisation of the project. 


Wendy Popple and Andrew Dickenson. 
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A Faith to live by 


by Adrian Dudman 


‘For me, forgiveness means restoration to intimacy 


Adrian Dudman has been a member of Toc H for nearly 
34 years and joined the staff in 1965. He is now 
Development Officer based on Cuddesdon House, 
working in Oxford. 


My life is ajourney of discovery; discovering and developing 
loving relationships with all sorts of people from all walks 
of life and testing out what is meaningful to me in the 
Christian way of life. My years with Toc H have been a 
tremendous help and influence in my journey and continue 
to be so. 


It was during my national service years that I was first really 
challenged to think about my beliefs and my relationship 
with God. I was on active service in Malaya with the 
Queen’s Royal Regiment and in my platoon there were 29 
Bermondsey boys. We got on fine. I was the only one who 
could write their ‘Dear Johns’ for them and I was willing to 
listen to accounts of their sexual conquests when they were 
drunk! We were acloseknit bunch and everyone looked out 
for each other, particularly as we had several jungle 
encounters with terrorists. During one attack, a very close 
mate had his head blown off and some of us were so severely 
affected that we applied for a religious studies course ona 
small island just off Singapore. 


Here the six of us questioned the whole relevance of the 
Christian faith to our recent tragic experience in the jungle. 
There was no great flashing light or Damascus road 
conversion for me, but I did come away with the resolve to 
set about trying to find answers and test the many questions 
that remained in my mind. 


Prior to being called up Toc H had been an enjoyable hobby. 
now it took on special significance and sustained me 
emotionally, spiritually and physically. During my leave 
periods, I became involved with the Toc H house and unit in 
Singapore which was a tremendous help in lifting me out of 
my despair. | discovered a broader basis on which to 
establish my life in spite of the threatening dangers. 


I started to experiment with prayer. At first I did not listen, 
] made demands, but they were the first definite, faltering, 
steps in trust. Trust that there existed someone, something 
out there. that | was acknowledging. I have been most 
fortunate in having had so many Toc H gurus to help me in 
my journey. They all shared themselves and their thoughts 
freely with me and with others. The common theme running 
through their conversations was of God being at work in the 
whole of creation and therefore in our development as 
human beings, whether or not we are Christians. This theme 
has been most meaningful for me throughout all my years in 
the movement. 
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Adrian Dudman 


I would now call myself a Christian - though I still have 
several unanswered questions. With many joys and many 
things to be thankful for, I claim to be a Christian because 
] can say with absolute conviction that I know Jesus is real 
and that I have a personal relationship with the Father. It was 
only when I stopped thinking so much of myself, accepted 
Jesus and acknowledged the desire to serve rather than gain, 
that my life turned around. It was then that I was drawn into 
the tue fellowship of love, ‘Love so amazing, so divine, it 
demands my soul, my life, my all’. 


With this acceptance came forgiveness. I found it very hard, 
but I learned that if I do not forgive then, even though God 
offers forgiveness, 1 am not receiving it. Fellowship with 
God means that I become loving, and that will show itself in 
my forgiveness. For me forgiveness means restoration to 
intimacy. The intimacy of making plans for tomorrow or for 
the future, everything being turned back to Him. ‘Jesus is 
Lord’. ‘Let this mind be in you which is also in Christ Jesus’. 
My faith in God is faith in an ever-present, all-sustaining 
power, but I also know He needs me to respond. to be part 
of aloving. worshipping community. Love has to be earthed. 
God doesn’t want me to be so heavenly minded as to be no 
earthly good. but over the years my church community have 
kept me earth-bound and helped me in interpreting the word 
of God in my everyday dealings. 


For me a quiet time every day includes a time of reflection 
on the experiences of the day, a time of prayer, a time of 
listening, reaching down for that still centre in order to hear 
His will. not mine. In order to seek that wholeness, that unity 
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I so desperately seek. It is this time that prepares and 
refreshes me lor the day ahead. His gift to me is of himself, 
thal is to say, perfect love, but that is not something that I can 
have and keep. | believe every Christian is a missionary, in 
the sense that Christ’s love is of such a kind that, wherever 
it is, it must go on and give itself to others. 


The first claim that I would make for being a Christian is that 
it is a faith for loving; one which is both realistic in its 
altitude to daily life and ullimately optimistic. A faith that 
gives meaning and purpose to life, in this world and beyond. 
Quite simply. the Kingdom of God is love in action here and 
now. The only power greater than evil is love which is 
prepared to give itself unconditionally. 


The second claim that ] would make for being a Christian is 
that it gives added meaning to my personal relationships and 
the respect of person for person. ‘We are all brothers and 
sisters because we are all sons and daughters of God’. | may 
not like my neighbour but if I believe that God cares for me 
and for my neighbour too, and that Christ came for my 
neighbour as well as for me, then I find myself loving my 
neighbour. If | don’t do that, then I am casting God's love 
back in His face. 


The third claim is that my faith, sincerely held, is a source 
of power for coping with the practical problems of life. St 
Paul and others show what is the spiritual reward of total 
acceptance. The means are there if I will use them for 
making my faith less feeble and my discipleship worthier. I 
slip up frequently and take one step back for every two steps 
forward. 


The fourth and final claim | would make is that Christian 
faith and practice provide a framework of common and 
shared experience which can bind together in fellowship 
people who are separated from one another in other ways, 
such as social status or occupation. Christianity is not a 
religion of solitude, it insists that we are members one of 
another. 


I find it very difficult to be a good Christian. We Christians 
are poor advertisements for our religion, but the measure of 
Christianity is Christ Himself. That is not an argument 
against Christianity but a reminder to me of my human 
imperfections. 


Some of you may know that during my time in the north east 
region I was associated with and worked with the Franciscans. 
Every year [ would take two weeks out to go on retreat in a 
Franciscan friary in Alnmouth on the Northumberland 
coast. These were times of real reflection for me to test my 
motives in what 1 was doing, to be quiet and listen for His 
will. and to share in a deeply religious and devotional time 
with the Franciscan community. I became so convinced 
about their order that | joined the third or lay order. In doing 
this, I am required to abide by their rule about quiet and 
prayer each day, and to attend at least one week’s retreat a 
year. 


Over the years this has been invaluable on my spiritual _ 
journey and continues to leave me with deeper questions for r 
which I need to find answers. The power of the third order 
is like that of Toc H. I am part of a lay dispersed community 
that supports in prayer all that ] do and ail that I am. That is 
valuable and real to me on my daily round. It has helped me 
to see that God is in all my experiences, be they small and 
not very significant or great and sometimes overwhelming, 
and I have come to know that it is the Spirit of the living God 
which moves, directs, inspires and enables me to grow and 
develop. f now recognise that spiritual development knows 
no bounds. Ít can take place anywhere and everywhere, not 
just in places set aside for worship but in everyday living. 
Where I am. God is also. 


As I look back over my life, I see that it has been made up 
of many resurrections. That is what I like about the Taize 
community: Easter is celebrated every week - so right for 
me. Resurrection is a mystery; it is always creative, and Í 
believe always a miracle. 


Some of you may know that my daughter Jill and her 
husband Keith were involved in a devastating car accident 
two years ago as they set off on their holidays. Keith was 
killed instantly and Jill was left paralysed from the neck 
downwards. The prognosis was that it was unlikely that she 
would get much movement back again. She has recovered 
beyond all expectations; still very dependent upon other 
people, but in control, now living in her own home and 
making a new life for herself. Jill s ordeal, which has left its 
deep and permanent traces, has given her a new dimension 
of reality. She is a greater person, somehow she is more 
deeply alive. That is resurrection. Both my wife Anne and 
l have come to see how we have shared in that resurrection, 
although for a time we were full of despair. 


God is good. It sounds so trite, yet I know it to be true. For 
there is always a compensation, which brings with it anew 
dimension. My spiritual growth I see as acontinual process, 
often slow. with setbacks involving real struggle. even to the 
extent of getting angry and having shouting matches with 
God. That is me, wanting my will. my way, on my terms, 
with a little bit of the Holy Spirit thrown in on the side. It is 
no help to me when I look at the world around me. the 
terrible famine in A frica, the disease and death in Bangladesh, 
the wars all around the world, people still persecuted for 
their beliefs. Why, God. why? 


l always come back to the knowledge that I am not in this 
world to save it on my own, but that my concern and my 
prayer must be that | become more trusting in Him. I have 
a deep concern for people and in my every day living ! 
endeavour to love God by loving my neighbour. Toc H has 
been a tremendous vehicle for me to live out my faith, to 
experience some of my dreams and allow me to tread 
undreamt of paths. I thank God who so wonderfully made it. 
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Hemel Hempstead Men’s 


In the last of this series the editor visited Hemel 
Hempstead Men's Branch - an appropriate finalé to this 
series since this is her own local branch, Impressed by 
Oatlands Harrogate going joint to accommodate staff 
member Ann Crouch, Ruth tried her luck with the men 
of Hemel. “Not likely!’ was the response. Despite such a 
blatant rebuff she nobly persevered with her interview! 


I joined the men of Hemel at Betty Paterson House, a warden 
controlled home for the elderly. one Monday evening in 
September. I collected secretary Roy Boxall from the bus 
stop and we were firm friends by the time we arrived at our 
venue. When you have been dug in the ribs a few times and 
called a ‘rascal’ there is an automatic cut-off from formality! 
They are a lively lot. the men of Hemel, full of kindly good 
humour and solicitious attention, It’s all in the eyes. I 
noticed that without exception they had that charming 
ability to detect the slightest response in the person they 
were talking with, a studied attention to detail borne out of 
years of thinking about the needs of their fellows. 


Roy summed it up forme in a simple, totally unselfconscious 
way - without the slightest trace of self-congratulation: ‘See 
these callouses on my hands? I hope that God will judge me 
by those. by the work I have put in, rather than by my 
attendance at church. } would rather spend my Sunday 
giving someone a helping hand - Toc H is about 
neighbourliness, doing things for other people’. 


Chairman Peter Kidby, described Roy as ‘the sort of chap 
who does a lot of things that no one ever hears about - in the 
background. If anything goes wrong in Hemel and Roy 
doesn’t know about it, it’s a bit unusual. He is also a very 
modest man and an extremely good Branch Secretary. He 
has been secretary for many years’. 


Roy Boxall (Sec), Frank Foote (Jobbie), Frank Nash & David Cooper 


e 
Life im the 1990s 


by Ruth Boyd 


Peter has helped with the Blind Club in Hemel for over 20 
years and has been a member of Toc H for 12 years. The 
branch help with the Blind Club every month and also visit 
Betty Paterson House every month. Peter is the youngest 
member of the branch, at 61. and retired from work on 
medical grounds. 


There are !2 members in the branch and it was a good 
Toc H mix of occupation before the members retired from 
working life. There were men working on the factory floor. 
people working in British gas, clerical workers, an ex- 
customs officer, a teacher of handicapped children.... It isa 
traditional branch. Frank Foote is the jobbie. Arthur Pledger, 
the treasurer, is one of the older members and Jimmy Neilly, 
at 73, has been a member for 46 years and regrets that the 
branch no longer have a pilot. Jimmy was formerly a 
member in North London where he was area chairman, 
district chairman, London sports committee chairman anda 
member of the Toc H Male Voice Choir. 


There is Light at every meeting but not home going prayers. 
Only two members are regular church attenders. There are 
at least two formal meetings a month and the other meetings 
are spent helping people in the community. 


Jimmy quoted Alec Churcher, who said that ‘Toc H is 
caught and not taught. A bit like measles’. He added, 
‘Toc H is today faced with formidable difficulties in society 
und the welfare state has, to some extent, invalidated the 
need for personal neighbourly service. Our branch is not in 
the league of fundraising. There are over a hundred 
organisations in Hemel Hempstead involved in that. 


“We do our best to keep the Toc H spirit alive, to propagate 
the message of love and caring by concentrating on visiting 
lonely elderly people, helping with transport to the local 
shops, visiting lads in the HM Young Offenders’ Centre 
who are desperate to feel that someone cares about them - 
many from broken homes, many not even knowing their 
parents. Then the blind people and the handicapped people 
around us. Serving them must be a manifestation of the 
Christian love we should bear our neighbour. It is the love 
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in a man’s heart which matters, not his religion or skin 
colour’. 


I asked Jimmy how he saw the future of Toc H. He knew 
Tubby well and has seen quite a lot of changes in the 
movement. He said, "We have to try and attract younger 
members into our movement to ensure its continuance. Í 
very much regret the watering down of Toc H. I am quite 
convinced in my own mind that many of our members are 
living a Christian life, but God doesn’t look at the knees of 
our trousers, he looks at what we have done with his 
teaching, what is our Christian experience or, if we are non 
Christians, with the experience of being a good neighbour. 
We don't come here to Betty Paterson House for the social 
occasion, we come here because we love these people. We 
want to feel that we can do something for them, that we are 
of some use to them. Where they need the helping hand we 
are ready to extend it and it is so important’. 


Arthur French Arthur Pledger 

Peter Kidby is in his second year as Chairman and talked 
about the work that the branch have been doing with the 
Blind Club for nearly forty years. "We lay on a varying 
programme: entertainment, games, quizzes, all sorts of 
things. Next Monday we have got the Watford Operatic 
Society down to give musical entertainment. One chap that 
comes plays the piano. with all the good old tunes and they 
have a rare old sing song’. 


Roy pointed out that many members do individual jobs of 
service outside the scope of Toc H. Jimmy is membership 
and programme secretary for Arthritis Care, with about 150 
members in Hemel Hempstead. He has been a prison visitor 
at the Mount Prison since it opened and pointed out that 
Toc H were the first outside prison visitors to go there. Roy 
himself is secretary of the local Blind Centre. He organises 
the rota of drivers to bring blind people to meetings - door 
to door transport. 


Jimmy Neilly 
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Jimmy said, ‘When I joined Toc H there were 20,000 
members, now there are 5000. I believe this is because in the 
last two decades we have become such an acquisitive 
society that we have lost track somehow. It is such a 
commercial age now that, quite honestly, whereas before 
you might have got young people or middle aged people 
joining in and helping with our work, now they just watch 
television’. 


Arthur added, ‘What we have always found is that it is the 
easiest (hing in the world for people to help us financially, 
but if you ask people to give up their time it is an entirely 
different matter. If you go round shaking the box and asking 
for money you will get it, but you cant even get people to 
give up a couple of hours nowadays. We leave fundraising 
to the Lions. If we need any money we can always ask them 
and other organisations, and they usually help us out. We 
don’t do fundraising as such, we do active work which takes 
time. When we knock on the door we say “Toc H driver!”. 
We have a couple of chaps who drive the Community 
Wheels Bus once or twice a month. 


Frank Foote 


Roy Boxall 


David Cooper 

‘One of our annual events is to invite the elderly folk from 
Prideaux House down for a tea which we organise jointly 
with the Women’s Branch. We get together with the 
Women’s Branch. For example when we have a speaker we 
invite them along and they in turn invite us to many of their 
meetings on a Thursday. We have cooperated at the 
Community Fair in the past and in running charity stalls in 
the market’. 


The evening I joined the branch at Betty Paterson House 
they had organised a film show. They have regular bingo 
sessions there as well. There is a lot of bantering and high 
good humour - the mellow familiarity of ripe old friendships. 
I enjoyed my evening and came home full of admiration 
even though they did not want me in their ranks. Next time 
l saw them was for the Bucks. Herts, Beds and Oxford Area 
Rally at Buckingham. They had come with the Women’s 
Branch in a mini-bus and were extremely vocal at the back 
of the hall! | was taking part in an Any Questions Panel and 
I felt as if I had brought along my own private supporters. 
They are a great bunch! | 
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was held on Friday 27 September and was hosted by the 
Anstey branches at Toc H House. 52 members enjoyed the 
supper and fun and chivalrously listened to the editor! Joyce 
Beeken told the revellers about the new Friendship Circle 
she has started at Melton Mowbray and the grand sum of £87 
was raised from the raffle and sale of harvest produce. 


North Thames Area Rally 

On Saturday 5 October the Herts, Beds, North Bucks and 
Oxford branches held their annual Area Rally in Buckingham 
Community Centre. John Mitchell spoke and our editor 
joined the panel for the Any Questions Forum. It was a very 
lively occasion. 


The Rushden Pytchley Ladies Branch began their career 
as a singing group three years ago when entertaining a group 
of elderly people in sheltered housing. With the inspiring 
voice and expertise of Betty Emerson, the group have come 
on in Jeaps and bounds since then and their polished 
performance includes readings - some thought provoking, 
some inspiring. The group have become so popular that they 
have had to decline some invitations. Member Valerie Dent 
says. “We feel in our small way we are spreading some high 
hearted happiness’. 


Tunbridge Wells East Branch have had three recent day 
trips round the countryside forelderly friends and are planning 
a Christmas shopping trip this month. They also started their 


third series of afternoon discos at the end of September. 
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A consortium representing Leicestershire Area Branches 
launched an appeal to raise £5000 for the purchase of 
specialised medical equipment urgently needed at Groby 
Road Hospital. Leicester. in the treatment ol children suffering 
from abnormal heart conditions. 
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Upon learning of Anstey Men's and Women’s Branches 
involvement in the project. Mr Roy Webb, alocal young man 
who had been selected to compete in the 199] London 
Marathon, offered to enter on their behalf and he presented 
acheque for £864 to Lilian Shaw, Treasurer of the appeal, at 
a gathering of members and friends at Toc H House, Anstey. 
Roy completed the course in a time of 3 hours 52.03 minutes 
and received the congratulations and grateful thanks of 


Toc H for a magnificent effort. 


to the Karaoke beat in Bristol recently. The organiser. 
Mandy Davies, said, "We needed to raise some money fora 
CAMEOat Talbot House next month and singing is something 
every one can do’. The CAMEO is also being funded by 
Warden Manor Trust and Avon Projects Support Group. 
Twelve volunteers from Bristol will be staying in Belgium 
for one week to consider the effects of conflict in war and 
personal lives. 


paca haan ne tanec ASTI 


BERLIN PLAYSCHEME 


A day out at Buga Park Zoo with volunteers Janet Grocott 
and David Douglas. 


ACCRINGTON PALS MEMORIAL ON THESOMME 
29 September 199] marked the culmination of what is 
believed to be the biggest single project to be tackled by any 
of the Lancashire branches, when a Memorial to ‘The 
Accrington Pals’ was dedicated at Serre in France. 

The story began over a year ago when the Accrington 
(Ladies) Branch was about to close, their premises being 
compulsorily purchased by the County Council to form part 
of an Accrington inner ring road. Their Lamp was dedicated 
to ‘the Accrington Pals’, and upon closure the Branch 
wished to place it permanently on the Altar of anew Chapel 
to ‘the Pals’ being constructed in St John’s Church. 
Accrington. 

Accrington and Great Harwood (Mens) Branch, which 
had always had a close liaison, appointed David Edgar, the 
Chairman at Great Harwood, to approach Headquarters 
about the proceeds of sale of the Accrington property. They 
requested that the proceeds be devoted partly to Talbot 
House, partly to the new Pals’ Chapel and partly towards the 
construction of a Memorial, which the Accrington Ladies 
wished to see built on the site of the trenches where 585 men 
of the Accrington Pals were either killed, wounded or went 
missing on the | July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the 
Somme. 

Headquarters generously agreed to these requests and 
£2000 was allocated to start a fund towards the cost of the 
Memorial. 

A non-member of Toc H, Mr C Collinson. who had acted 
as Project Coordinator for the Chapel, was asked to take on 
a similar position launching an Appeal, in the name of 
Toc H, for funds to build the Memorial and he and the Great 
Harwood Chairman have acted jointly throughout in guiding 
the project. 

Some 1500 appeal letters were sent to local authorities. 
churches, schools, industries and businesses, as well as to 
numerous individuals, and as a consequence they were able 
to obtain the gift of the bricks froma local brickworks for the 
construction of the Memorial together with the promise from 
a local stonemason for free engraving of the black granite to 
be incorporated in the Memorial. 

As aresult of the Appeal a total of more than £8000 was 
raised, sufficient to complete the project. 

Every task has some complications; ours was no exception. 
To name but a few: first, permission had to be obtained from 
the City of Sheffield for the erection of the Memorial. (Yes, 
they owned the land in France as part of ‘Sheffield Park’, as 
the ‘Sheffield Pals’ were alongside the ‘Accrington Pals’ on 
that fateful day). This was followed by difficulties in obtaining 
planning permission from the French authorities and the War 


Graves Commission. 
After these hurdles had been surmounted, the ship bringing 


the black granite from India broke down en route and this 
caused some delay. When the granite eventually arrived, it 
was beautifully engraved by the stonemason who worked 
into the night to meet the deadline. 

Then. in mid-August, ina flurry of publicity from the local 
press, Radio Lancashire, and BBC Television (North West 
Region) the granite, together with the bricks, were despatched 
1o France for construction under the supervision of the War 


Graves Commission. 

Whilst all this was going on plans were taking place fora 
five-day trip to the Somme to visit Talbot House and Ypres 
and to take part in the dedication of the memorial. 

The Dedication Service took place at 1 1.00 am on 29 Sep- 
tember and was attended not only by our own Mayor and 
Mayoress. Chief Executive and Member of Parliament, but 
also by the Military Attaché of the British Embassy in Paris. 
In addition. small detachments of both the Ist and 4th 
Battalions of the Queen’s Regiment. as well as dignitaries 
from France. Belgium and Germany. and visitors from 
Canada, joined with many of the Accrington Ladies and men 
from the Great Harwood Branch. together with relatives of 
the original Pals, for this truly memorable occasion. 

We feel quite proud of our efforts, and ask that all Toc H 
readers will perhaps spare us a thought and join in our 
prayers for peace and good will. David Edgar m 


Sunday 8 September was the Childrens’ Prom at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Janice Westmacott from the youth agency, 
‘Avenues Unlimited’ is seen in the photograph with eight 
Bangladeshi girls who were the guests of Toc H, courtesy of 
a donation from Enfield Ladies Branch. 
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‘To Love Widely...’ 


OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT FUND 


A fund to assist Toc H overseas - especially in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and India. 


The fund follows a long and honourable tradition within the 


movement of fellowship with the various overseas shoots of 


Toc H. This has recently been seen with the North Wales 
North West Region assisting the Harare branches in 
Zimbabwe with the purchase of a minibus. Already this year 
branches have raised over £14.000 for the work of the 
Khasdobir Action Group in Bangladesh. 


The needs of Toc H overseas came home tous in the UK last 
December during our anniversary celebrations when we 
had guests from Toc H overseas. Many of you will have met 
Mr B.H.S. Christopher from India, Dominic Sikuka from 
Zimbabwe, Marilyn Wilson and the Revd Glen Craig from 
South Africa and Nathan Skaines and Yvette Lambert from 
Australia. Withthem came stories of Toc H in their countries. 
] am sure many of you will have been excited by the news 
of Toc H in places like Bangalore, Etheridge, Harare, 
Johannesburg... 


Following their visits, the Central Executive Committee 
had the vision of a fund to help overseas Toc H's help 
themselves. Through the fund UK members and builders 
could contribute to the development of Toc H overseas. The 
fund is to be officially launched at Council in the first few 
days of November. 


The CEC hopes that a minimum of £15,000 can be raised 
per year for the next three years. Members will be receiving 
collecting boxes. Branches will be encouraged to aim some 
of their fundraising activities at the fund. It would be grand 
if the minimum was far exceeded. After all, to achieve the 
£15,000 would only require a £2.50 contribution from each 
member or builder. 


The fund is administered by a committee set up by the 
Central Executive Committee. The secretary is John 
Biggerstaff, International Officer, at Wendover. 


The first request for help from the fund has already arrived 
from South Africa! 


South Africa is ina critical stage in its development. The last 
vestiges of apartheid are being removed, which we hope 
will lead to broad based elections. Change is rapidly 
transforming the political stage. Lagging somewhat behind 
is change in attitudes between blacks and whites, Afrikaans 
and English speakers and between ANC and Inkatha 


supporters. 


The key to development in South Africa is people. Local 
people, who are respected and who can arrange contact 
across the artificial barriers thal divide. Mere contact, 
however, is not enough. The aim is to encourage listening, 
understanding, and friendships. These are lasting ingredients 
that will lead to a healthy society. 


In order to play its part, Toc H in South Africa is seeking to 
appoint two black development workers to the Etheridge 
Centre near Soweto. They will only be able to do this with 
financial help from the fund. Their work will be aimed at 
reconciliation, so that local people may learn to Love 
Widely. 


Readers of Point three will be kept abreast of the fund and 
projects the fund is supporting. 


Please take up the challenge presented by the new appeal 
and help us to show what a difference ‘To Love Widely...’ 
can make in the lives of some of our members around the 
world. 


Donations can be sent to the fund through Branch treasurers, 
as outlined in the November Branch mailing or directly to 
John Biggerstaff, Fund Secretary, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 

John Biggerstaff 
International Officer 


Tan R Pearce 
Fundraising Officer 


Gerke MacLeod? s Memorial Service 
On Saturday 21 September 1991 the Iona Comme held 
a service of thanksgiving and recommitment in gratitude 
for the life of George MacLeod (The Very Revd Lord 
MacLeod of Fuinary). The procession of banners, 
representing the groups, organisations and causes with 
which he was associated was led by The Church of Scotland. 
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and Toc H. Jimmy 
Beveridge, Toc H Chairman for Scotland, carried the 
Church of Scotland flag and was supported by Ted Binner 
(Treasurer) and Fiona Totten - who carried the Toc H 
banner. The service was later transmitted by BBC Radio 
Scotland. 


The Toc H Norfolk Activities Committee has been running 
projects for 25 years and this year, at the end of August. 
organised their sixteenth holiday for adults with a physical 
disability. The committee comprises Olive Tennant 
(Chairman for over 20 years), Alan Brooke (Treasurer of 
the same long standing), Sybil Howes. Joyce Notley, and 
Colin Websdell. All happen to be members of Saggers 
Branch, Norwich. Olive reports: 

“We have thought long and carefully about continuing the 
Share and Care project because, after so many years, some 
people might think we ought to do something new. But it 
means so much to all concerned, especially for the relatives 
who need a break and for the disabled people themselves. 
‘What does the project really entail? For the volunteer, one 
week out of 52 to help care for people who, through 
suffering, can do so little for themselves. It means really 
caring and sharing your life with another in every sense of 
the word, knowing that you must anticipate all the physical 
needs of that person, as well as the friendship - laughter and 
listening, for they are your friends who need a little or a lot 
of help. This holiday project was about such things and so 
much more besides. 


‘The venue was Hengrave Hall, a beautiful 16th century 
Manor House in rural Suffolk - an ecumenical centre. 18 
volunteers, including two leaders, plus 15 disabled guests, 
met each other for what proved a joyous reunion for many 
who had been on previous holidays together.’ 


David Harrison talks with the Lord Mayor of Bristol 


Bristol Reception 

David Harrison. Development Officer Bristol, reports on a 
memorable function on the evening of 12 September. Both 
TV and radio representatives were present and BBC radio 
broadcast a lengthy interview with David and two participants 
in one of his recent projects at Lee Abbey, Dorset. 

‘Toc H has a fine heritage of help in the community. But it 
is easy for us to be rushing on to the next thing rather than 
reflecting upon the work we have done so well. On 12 
September we aimed to put that right. A reception with 150 
guests was held in Bristol at one of the most prestigous 
venues in the south west of England. A whole variety of 
guests were invited, including Friendship Circle members, 
Toc H members, Friends of Lee Abbey Community, project 
volunteers and those who were just interested in the work of 
Toc H. The Lord Mayor of Bristol greeted everyone to what 
was in itself a marvellous expression of the mix we can find 
in Toc H. Three presentations were given by volunteers and 
John Mitchell gave an address. It really was a marvellous 
year’s work and kindled our excitement for future plans’. 


It is an appropriate month to tell readers about a comment 
from 86 year-old Jamaican Angela Mitchell, who went on a 
Peace of Flanders visit to Poperinge recently with 
Development Officer John Burgess. She told John that she 
stands out in the pouring rain in Hackney High Street every 
year selling poppies for Remembrance Day and she never 
knew why she did it until her trip to Flanders. 


Congratulations to the Revd and Mrs R G Heawood who 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of their marriage on 14 
November. They were married at All Hallows-by-the-Tower 
by Alan Richardson, later Deanof York, who was assisted by 
Tubby Clayton. 


More Up Date on paga 15 
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Your 


Letters 


A more meaningful role for District Members 


My association with Toc H goes back to student days 
- way back in the 1930s - but active participation only 
started when, after the War, I went overseas and 
(almost fortuitously through Charles Potts) became a 
member of the Kampala (Uganda) Branch. This carried 
on when I transferred to Hong Kong and subsequently 
came home and lived in Cumbria - where latterly I 
became a District member for the first time. 

Coming South again, I was for a time a member of the 
North Hinksey (Oxford) Branch before finally reverting 
to membership of the North Bucks with Oxford District 
Branch. Though so called, it is different in kind to the 
usual close knit regularly meeting group which has 
typified the Toc H primary organisation from its 
earliest days and with which I have sometimes thought 
ihe movement may have been over-preoccupied. 
Toc H is surely a matter of personal commitment 
enshrined in the Main Resolution and specifically the 
Four Points of the Compass, which can and should be 
practised by individuals as well as through the classical 
‘branch’ - itself only a means to an end. 

Renewing my subscription to Point three (surely time 
again to seriously consider issuing it free and 
automatically to all paid-up members?), I have come 
across (July issue) the answers to the Campaign 91 
questionnaire. There is a whole lot that can be said 
about Leadership throughout the warp and weft of our 
society, but what I found remarkable - and specific to 
Toc H - was that I could find no reference to any 
particular part which District members might play in 
‘leading Toc H forward’. 

This admittedly loosely knit and dispersed section of 
the membership is likely, it seems to me, to contain a 
number of older Toc H people with a long and wide 
experience of life and probably some with leadership 
qualities. 

In asking myself what should be a full and proper role 
for district members, may f also ask what 
acknowledgement there is across the movement and in 
the Central Council of a more meaningful part which 
they might play? 

I have recently been sent a copy of Compass - the 
journal of Toc H South Africa - where pertinently their 
President Alec Bullivant refers to the implicit 
commitment of their “general members’ as part of the 
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Toc H family, though no longer closely associated 
with a formal branch. His quite brief exhortation might 
be worth reprinting in Point three. 


Larry Holt-Kentwell 
Oxford 
a aa a 


Essential Ingredients Questionaire 


As Chairman of the Branch Group Committee I wish 
to thank all those Districts who kindly returned the 
questionnaire on Essential Ingredients. I trust they 
fully discussed it before doing so. Just over 50 per cent 
replied. When future planning and decisions are taken, 
it is good that members have had an opportunity to 
make their views known, and I can assure them that 
their views are taken into consideration. 
When I sent out this questionnaire I was aware that 
several others had already been circulated this year, 
Some branches and districts showed no interest in 
them or felt it was not their responsibility as to what 
took place - ! wonder why? Nevertheless a big thank 
you once again to those who took the trouble to reply, 
Pat Turner 
Wootton, Beds. 


Getting involved at an early age 


Every year for the past 25 to 30 years, Ipswich Men's 
Branch have organised an outing to Clacton for elderly 
and housebound people. 
For the last five or six years the Clacton Men’s and 
Ladies Branches have helped us. The ladies provide a 
lovely tea for about 70 people; a real Toc H do. 
So it was with great interest that I received a phone call 
from my grandson, asking if he could help to organise 
the outing this year as part of his adventure badge for 
Cubs. Thomas is nine years old, and had to know what 
Toc H was, what we did, how it started, where we got 
our name, and our aims. 
Having obtained a list of names from Age Concern, 
Thomas helped to put the names into groups, so the 
men of Ipswich Branch could visit and invite them. 
Thomas came round with me, helped to check the 17 
cars at the check point on the day, and made himself 
very useful talking to and helping the various guests. 
Tam sure a little of Toc H rubbed off onto him, at least 
I hope so. Who knows, in another few years we may 
have a new member? 

George Berry 

Ipswich 


Up Date—continued 


Development Officer, John Dunwell (centre) with Alison 
Andrieux LTV NE Region took part in September’s gruelling 
30 mile cycle ride around Tyneside and County Durham. 
They collected personal sponsors and the money went to 
Toc H work inthe North East Region. They are seen proudly 
displaying their certificates and medals. 


The Thanet and District Project Group held their fifth 
week-long camp for [1 needy children from South London 
at Ross Wood on Herne Common in East Kent in August. 
Bob Pearman reports that the volunteers and children got on 
very well and that it was an exciting voyage of discovery for 
the children: “When they arrived most of them wouldn't say 
boo to a goose but at the end of the week it was almost 


impossible to keep them quiet’. 


Welcome to 3 


New Members 


The following new members were 


registered during September 
Lewis G Thomas 
Llandrindod Wells 
David Johnson, Clifford J Laws 
(Tyne & Wear District) 


SPECIAL TRIBUTES 


We give thanks for their lives 


Melion Mowbray Women’s Branch has reported the 
sudden death on 14 September of Muriel Bailey atthe 
wee of 71 Muriel, who said that she was never happier 
than when working for the branch. was chainnan of 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, in charge of Barnardo’s 
Homes Boxes and helped with Meals on Wheels. She 
will be missed hy her many friends, especially those in 
Toc M. GH 


Garforth Branch are saddened by the sudden loss of 
their devoted Treasurer. Dorothy Hutchinson. A 
member of the branch since its inception 23 years ago, 
she had served as Treasurer for most of that nme, a job 
which she performed most efficiently. A commilted 
Christian. she regarded Toe H as an extension of her 
spiritual life and work PC 


Jessie Harrison, wife of Tom. the president of Brainley 
Branch. has died. She was $3 years old. Although she 


We regret to announce the death 
of the following members: 


In June— Albert Toomer (Chisetdon) 
GW Bi Beardall 
(Thanet District) 
Mrs R E Biddle (Crewkerne) 
Dorothy M [futchinson 
(Garlouth) 


In August 


had decided to become a full member of Toc H only 
last year, she had attended meetings for many years, 
and was always in the forefront when help was needed 
in any of the branch’s many efforts. She will be sadly 
missed. DW 


Downend Women’s Branch report the death of a well 
loved member, Rosemarie Britton. She came to 
England from Germany in 1933 as a Jewish Refugee. 
trained in nursing and became a Christan while working 
at a Leicester hospital dunng the war. She joined 
Toc H with the Fishponds Branch, later transferring to 
Downend She and Jack Britton were married the day 
after D-Day and had two children. Rosemarie nursed 
at Manor Park Hospital and at Frenchay. where she 
also spent her final days, brave and strong in her faith 
She will be sadly missed. GT 


Members of Huddersfield District Toc H were shocked 
1a leam of the sudden death of Mrs Elaine Lockwood. 
a member of Paddock Branch for over 50 years. She 
had held many branch offices. was an excellent 
chairman (especially on big occasions), an enthusiastic 
member of the District team and for many years was 
seerelary of the local Lepra Committee. She will be 
greatly missed. JDB 


The death en 10 September of Mrs Kathleen Perry at 
the age of 86 was a sad loss lo Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Women’s Branch, of which she was a founder member. 
An enthusiastic participant in Toc H. she served in 
same capacity on the branch committee for over 40 
years. Until aboul two years ago when she sulfered a 
stroke, Kath joined wholeheartedly in fundraising and 
otheractivities. She was always ready witha laugh and 
was a good friend who will be sadly missed. BMW 


Both men’s and women’s branches at Honiton were 
greatly saddened by the death on 14 September of their 


Deaths 


John O Allen (Honiton) 
F Muriel Batley 
(Melton Mowbray) 
Jessie Harrison (Bramley) 
Harald J Hayward 
(Springfictds District) 


In Septeniber 


Padre. the Revd John Allen. John became interested 
in Toc H while he was a curate at Honiton and. after 
joining the men’s branch, became padre in 1967, 
Although he subsequently became Vicar of Sidbury, 
he maintained his interest in branch affairs in Honiton 
and continued as padre until his untimely death at the 
age of 61 afier along illness bome with great fortitude. 
John's kindliness and sincerity endeared him to 
everyone. He was a man to whom Toc H ideals were 
a way of life. We revere his memory and give thanks 
for his life, especially for his service to Toc H as our 
padre for so many years, JAL 


Eleanor Wakefield, who died 19 September aged 80 
years, joined Toc H in Sheffield in 1937. During 54 
years of membership she had been an active member 
of Hillsborough and Sheffield branches. and more 
recently of Central Branch. For over 40 years she 
organised and ran a weekly Hospital Library Service. 
She had also served as Yorkshire Area Treasurer, as a 
Central Councillor and on the Winant Volunteer 
Committee. Eleanor was part of a family of Toc H 
members and met her husband George (Harry) through 
membership of Toc H. They celebrated their Golden 
Wedding in 1990, She wall be sadly missed by her 
family, by her friends inthe movement and by all those 
who benefited from her many acts of service. DW 


Darlington District Branch are sad to report the death 
of Eric Moss at the age of 86. Eric had been a member 
of Toe H since the 1930s and was a lounder member 
of Bingley/Keighley Branch. He was at one time a 
marksman at Mark XIV in Manchester and helped at 
the lunch club there. He ted a very active church life 
and promoted Toe H work in many fields. PLC 


‘Death, then, being a way and condition of 
life, we cannot love to live if we cannot 
William Penn 


bear to die’ 


Elaine Lcekwaod 
Cludderstield District 

Gordon E Malthouse 
(Seaford) 

Eleanor Waketicld (Central) 

Rose Wheeler qHitehini 


BEDS, BUCKS AND HERTS A 


ALISON HOUSE, 
DERBYSHIRE 


REA 


| 
| 


ALL H 


Spring Holiday - Saturday 23 May 
to Friday 29 May 1992. 


Minibus available. Cost £160 


Further details from: Mrs Grace Clayton 


7 Warren Road 39 Princes Plain 


St Albans Bromley Common 
Herts ALI 2QJ Kent BR2 8LH 
Tel: 0727 58117 Tel: 081 462 8164 (after 7 pm) 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 1991 


An INTERFAITH World Chain of Light Vigil will be held at 
Cuddesdon House from 6.30 pm on Wednesday 11 December to 
9 pm on Thursday 12 December 1991. 


While thinking particularly about Toc H Zimbabwe, where the 
Chain begins this year, we shall also be hearing about the 
symbolism of Light in Buddism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam 
and Judaism during the day on Thursday. 


ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US for part or all of the Vigil. 


Please apply for full details of the programme and costs to: 
Revd Alan Johnson at Headquarters 


THE TOC H CENTRE 
COLSTERDALE 


Situated inthe spectacular Yorkshire Dales yet only 30 minutes 
from the Al, this refurbished farmhouse provides an activity 
and training centre. Basic but comfortable centrally heated, 
self-catering acommodation for up to 28 people. Open all year 
-and now welcoming bookings for projects and residentials in 
1992. 

Further details from: The Toc H Centre. 

Colsterdale. Masham, Ripon, North Yorks HG4 4NN 

Tel: 0765 68938? 


ARCHIVE PHOTOS WANTED 


The archives at Headquarters are being 
catalogued and we are looking for old 
photographs connected with Toc H. If you 
have any to spare for our collection please 
could you send them to: Louisa Evans at 
Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Bucks HP22 IBT. 

We would appreciate dates and captions to 
the photographs please. 


Small Ads 


Toc H and 


{ 


day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month The charge 


plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from the Editorial Office. Toc H 


y, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Headquaners, | Forest Close, Wendover, Avlesbu 


TOC H 
CAROL SERVICE 


CHURCH 


Saturday 14 December 1991 at 2.30 pm 


Further details from: Connie Pring 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 


AVON DISTRICT TOC H 


invite you toa 
CONCERT 
at St Mary Redcliffe Church 
on Saturday 23rd November, 7.30 


AT 


j 
ALLOWS ! 


The programme will include: 
The Ynysowen Male Choir 
and Ladies Choir 
Aberfan and District and 
Thornbury Castle Band 
Programmes £3 (oap £2) from: 
Miss D. Dawes, 338 Bath Road 
Keynsham, Bristol BS!8 ITQ 
Tel: (0225) 873022 


RETIREMENT 
CHALLENGE 


If you’re 55 or over, enjoy travel and meeting new 
challenges, and would like to use the experience 
and skills you’ve gained in life to help others, 
Retirement Challenge is for you. Spend two months 
working in the United States. In New York City 
with elderly people or with people recovering from 
a mental illness. In Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
with people who are homeless. In Pasadena, 
California, with people who have AIDS. Or in El 
Paso, Texas, teaching English to Spanish speakers. 
Free accommodation (but you pay your own fare). 
An opportunity not just to see the sights but to really 
get to know people. Retirement Challenge is a new 
development of Winant Clayton Volunteers, which 
Operates in close association with Toc H. 
Applications welcome from individuals or couples. 


Details from: 


Ken Prideaux-Brune Retirement Challenge 


65 Station Road 
Amersham 
Bucks HP7 OBB 


1992 


DIARIES 


Slimline design in red with a ribbon. Contains information about 


regional, national and international Toc H addresses. 


£1 each (plus p&p) 


Now available from The Despatch Dept. at Headquarters 


Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Hythe, Kent - homely accommodation in members home. 
Bed/breakfast and/or evening meal or full board, very 
reasonable rates. Enquire Nesta Cock, 7 Tournay Close, 
Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT12 4LL. Tel: 0303 269407 


is 10p a word (minimum £1) 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by Partridge & Legg Ltd., Station Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 8ES. Tel: (0753) 883991 


